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Counselling Division for Children with 
Developmental Disorders
The Mission of the Counselling for Children with Developmental Disorders:

To improve the effectiveness of education for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder by
providing schools and families with support in the form of methodologies and
consultations.

Main areas of work:
- Services provided by mobile teams at permanent teaching and learning environments regularly

used by an autistic child (observation, recommendations, support in drafting individualised
support plans);
- Consultations for parents, teachers and specialists;
- Self-help groups for parents;
- Qualification improvement events;
- Introduction of positive behaviour support and interventions at education institutions;
- Methodologies and publications.



Our point of departure

Problems faced:
• Insufficient competencies among teachers for

dealing with inappropriate behaviour;
• Schools lacking a single strategy for dealing with

inappropriate behaviour;
• The lack of procedures and strategies for dealing

with inappropriate behaviour;
• Insufficient support for autistic students.



• Research aim
To determine systems and practical solutions used at schools that
promote positive student behaviour.
• Methods and delivery
The following research methods were used: qualitative document
analysis.

Milestones

• Research ques9on
What available prac?cal solu?ons and systems for
teaching appropriate behaviour are used by schools that
apply posi?ve behaviour rules?



• The research used the criterion sampling technique. 
The criterion: schools with a posi?ve behaviour system or posi?ve 
behaviour rules men?oned in their opera?onal documents.

• Research sample: seven schools that correspond to the criteria.

• Keywords:  systems, prac?ce, posi?ve behaviour, promo?ng system, 
inclusive educa?on, preven?on, interven?on. 

Milestones



Research criteria applied to operational 
documents of schools



Findings

Guidance on student attendance accounting and absence 
prevention



Findings
Guidance on implementing measures and interventions for the prevention

of violence and bullying



Findings
School guidance on applying impact measures for students exhibiting 

inappropriate behaviour



Schools apply a tiered disciplinary system for students:
• Conversation with a student;
• Conversation with parents;
• Discussion with the Child Welfare Commission;
• Deliberation of the student behaviour at the teacher council;
• Deliberation of the student behaviour at the teacher council with parents;
• The behaviour of the student is reported to the Child Rights Protection

Service;
• The behaviour of the student is reported to the Inspection of Juvenile

Affairs;
• The student is expelled from the school.

Disciplinary systems



Motivating systems
School documents reflect clearly indicated motivating systems for 

students when they correspond to the following criteria: 



Schools use a variety of motivating measures:
• Verbal praise, inscription in the e-diary;
• A public thank-you to a student or parents (e-diary, school website);
• A letter of appreciation;
• Photo on the Wall of Fame;
• Diploma;
• Outing;
• Nomination;
• Titles;
• Publicity.

Forms of motivation 



- Schools organise work related to inappropriate behaviour of students based on
different guidance documents, which are o:en unrelated.
- The guidance reflects the distribu>on of func>ons among school staff, the
predominate type of ac>vity planning addresses dealing with consequences,
disciplinary systems are clearly defined.
- Easily predictable systems are used for documen>ng student aCendance and
inappropriate behaviour (e-diaries, behaviour logbooks).
- Schools have approved mo>va>on systems and procedures for students, which
accentuate academic achievements.
- Schools apply fragmented support for students with behaviour issues.
- Strategic plans for schools have fragmented measures and interven>ons for work
with inappropriate behaviour of students.

Conclusions 



The Project: “Implementing the Positive behaviour support and intervention system in 
Lithuanian schools“. 
Aim: To promote the inclusion of autistic children by changing the attitude of the school 
community and methods of work intended to promote positive behaviour.
Number of participants: 7 schools.
Achieved so far: a competition resulted in selected schools, three training sessions were 
organised. 
Next: international conference, training events, assessment of school activities, planning of 
further actions. 

State of play 
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